Board of Registration for Professional Soil Classifiers of North Dakota
Fall Board Meeting 
Wednesday November 6, 2024 11:00am, CST 
Bismarck Public Library (meeting room 2)
515 North 5th Street, Bismarck, ND 58501
Members Present:
Lance Loken
Matt Retka
Bruce Bogenrief
Jason Frye

Members Absent: 
Perry Sullivan

Others Present:
None

Call to Order
Lance assumed chairmen for the meeting in Perry’s absence. The Meeting was called to order by Lance at 11:04 am.

Minutes of last Meeting
The Minutes of the May 8, 2024 spring meeting were reviewed. Matt had emailed agenda packet with copy of minutes and other items to the Board two days prior. Bruce motioned to approve the minutes as written, Jason seconded. All in favor of approving the minutes, none opposed. Motion passed, Minutes approved.

Secretary/Treasurer’s reports
Treasure report was emailed to the board. Reviewed deposits and withdrawals of the fiscal year and current account balances from bank statements. Jason inquired about interest rates, which are currently ~1% in the Money market account or roughly $25 per months. BMO is still charging ~$6 surcharge for checking account, which could be refunded with electronic-only bank statements. Checking at $12,783.64 & Money Merket at $30,256.89 as of September 30th, 2024. 
Bruce motioned to approve the secretary treasurer report. Jason seconded. All in favor, none opposed, motion carried.

2024 Financial Audit Report:
Matt summarized FYE report and mentioned it is an all online e-submittal process. Jason motioned to accept the report. Bruce seconded. All in favor.  Matt will submit. 

Old Business:

ND Labor Commission Legislative Study
Perry received summary of legislature study on licensing boards and barriers for work in ND. 36 total boards were studied. Matt questioned what is next and if there would be a final report specific to PSC board. Bruce mentioned our interest to share website services but appears only 1 other board had similar interest. Lance mentioned better to be proactive with follow-up. No further discussion and no action needed. 

Professional Exam Study Guide
Intent to finalize and upload study guide to website. Lance noted one typo SPGM “growth” on first page. Lance thought guide was good and touched on the testing concepts. Matt mentioned two versions of study guide shared at last meeting and recommended to confirm with Perry before finalizing. No other discussion.

New Business:

New inquiries/applicants for registration
There were no official applicants for registration to the Board. Lance had no new inquiries but has had discussions with NDDEQ staff. One individual from KJL inquired, but not applications. Lance unsure if Public Service Commission staff would have interest and expertise. Coal Mine Order 1 soil surveys discussed. Matt recommended board needs for focus on garnishing more interest in new licensures in 2025.

Tao Interactive – new web hosting platform 
Perry had previously shared a quote for $2,074 for set-up & ~379.96 annual hosting from Tao, a website services company in Bismarck. It is understood that initial cost could be spilt with PSCAND, but unsure if annual fee could be split. Tao’s Kevin Leier was contacted via phone. Kevin confirmed $1,234.90 one-time, plus $394.90 annually each website, starting in 2026. Kevin mentioned he would set-up training to be able to upload at no charge. Additional website build-outs, if needed in the future, would be under separate costs. Matt unsure PSCAND ability to split costs evenly. 

Tao sent beta URLS to test. Website very similar to old website. Bruce commented on cover page image. Unsure when contact payment is due.

Lance recommended approving payment to TOA for proposal if terms are finalized. Bruce motioned to approve paying $1,235 this year and $394 annual going forward. Jason seconded. All in favor, no opposition. 

2025 Dues
Registration dues were increased in 2024. Unanimously decided to keep same $200 practicing and $25 non-practicing in 2025. No action needed. Matt will send due notice in December.

Board Officers Elections for 2025
Dustin Assell confirmed no term limits and need to stagger each term. Discussed Bruce’s reappointment. Assumed Bruce’s term expires in 2027 and Perry’s in 2029 now. Matt’s term expires in June 2025. 

Lance recommended waiting until full board is present to hold officer elections. Bruce motioned to table election, and continue with current positions, until next Spring meeting. Jason seconded. No discussion other discussion. None- opposed, motioned passed.

Nominations for board seats discussed. No new interests currently, but registered individuals in Fargo may consider a position on the board next year.

Non-Agenda Items
None

Next Meeting-Tentative Dates
Tuesday May 6th and Thursday May 8th were provided as options. 11am either day would work. Perry to confirm.

Jason moved to adjourn, Bruce seconded. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:08pm


