ND SOIL CLASSIFIERS PRACTICAL EXAMINATION STUDY GUIDE
The North Dakota Board of Soil Classifiers administers a Practical Examination as part of their certification process. During the Practical Exam there is both a written portion of the exam as well as a field portion of the exam. The items listed below are intended to be a general study guide for the written and field portions of the practical exam.
Written Portion of the Exam 
Soil Landscape Relationships
Be familiar with North Dakota soil block diagrams. 
Know where soil classes can be found on landscapes. Where Calciaquolls occur on a landscape, where Pachic soils occur on a landscape, where Typic soils are found on the landscape, etc.
Map Unit Concepts
Be familiar with the types of soil map units used in a soil survey. Consociations, complexes, undifferentiated groups, etc. 
Soil Classification
Utilizing a soil description and accompanying lab data, be able to list the diagnostic horizons of the soil described.
Know how to determine a weighted average clay percent.
Interpretations
Have a basic understanding of Suitable Plant Growth Material (SPGM) and how SPGM is determined for use in mineland reclamation. 
Know how to determine where the seasonal high-water table (SHWT) is in a soil.
Be able to make hydric soil determinations using the Field Indicator of Hydric Soils of the United States.
Field Portion of the Exam
Soil Description
Be able to examine a soil profile and complete a full pedon description.
Be able to determine horizonation, soil texture, soil diagnostic horizons, soil family, etc. 
Be able to classify your pedon description to the family level. 
Soil Transect
Utilizing a bucket auger, or other hand digging tools, be able to classify a soil to the family level at designated points along a transect. (Stop 1 toe slope, stop 2 backslope, Stop 3 summit, etc.) If you know the soil series at each stop, naming the soil series is acceptable as well.
Hydric soil Determination
Be able to make in field hydric soil determinations based on NRCS/USACE guidance documents. 
Recommended References: 
Keys to Soil Taxonomy (Soil Survey Staff)
Field Book for Describing and Sampling Soils (NRCS, National Soil Survey Center)
Field Indicators of Hydric Soils in the US-A Guide for Identifying and Delineating Hydric Soils (USDA, NRCS)
Soil Taxonomy, A Basic System of Soil Classification for Making and Interpreting Soil Surveys (Soil Survey Staff)
Soil Survey Manual (Soil Survey Division Staff)
